THE GREAT SIN

Today I come to that part of Christian morals where they differ
most sharply from all other morals. There is one vice of which no
man in the world is free; which every one in the world loathes
when he sees it in someone else; and of which hardly any people,
except Christians, ever imagine that they are guilty themselves. I
have heard people admit that they are bad-tempered, or that they
annot keep their heads about girls or drink, or even that they are
cowards. I do not think I have ever heard anyone who was not a
Christian accuse himself of this vice. And at the same time I have
very seldom met anyone, who was not a Christian, who showed
the slightest mercy to it in others. There is no fault which makes a
man more unpopular, and no fault which we are more uncon-
stious of in ourselves. And the more we have it ourselves, the
nore we dislike it in others.

The vice I am talking of is@mr Self-Conceit: and the virtue op-
posite to it, in Christian morals, 1s Cdledﬁ_pmﬂjg. You may remem-
ber, when I was talking about sexual morality, I warned you that the
entre of Christian morals did not lie there. Well, now, we have come
the centre. According to Christian teachers, the essential vice, the
Wmost evil, is Pride. Unchastity, anger, greed, drunkenness, and all
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